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War Shelter Restoration Appeal Launched

Following the recent bout of vandalism in Battery Gardens the Heritage Centre Group are
aiming to raise £6000 for repairing the fire damage to the roof of the gun floors and war
shelter building, as well as carrying out afull restoration.

As reported in the local press, our website and last quarter’ s newsletter the War Shelter
Repair and Restoration Appeal was successfully launched during our D-Day Anniversary
Weekend events over the 5" & 6™ June.

Over 100 peopl e attended the coffee morning
held at the Methodist Community Hall in Fore
Street on the Saturday morning raising £500
which was an excedllent start to the weekend.

Sunday then saw our D-Day commemorative
event being held at the Battery museum.
Throughout the day live music was provided by
the @ilver Wings@uo and @igger Smith@oth of
whom are well loved ‘regular’s’ at Battery

oo
The Devon Military Vehicle Club (MVC) also paid us a
visit bringing with them four World War 11 jegps plus a

US Army wartime Buick Staff Car. It was great to
welcome them to the Battery and we would like to thank

them for their support. Hopefully it won’t be too long
before they return.

During the afternoon, with the weather on our side the
now traditional BBQ was enjoyed by all.

The event as awhole was a great success with over 150 visitorsin attendance but not only




to the Group with a further 12 members regjoining over the

w course of the weekend.
If thiswasn’t enough, there was one final treat in store on

Sunday afternoon as the Devon MV C had arranged afly
past by 6 wartime @potter planes@naking it a very special
weekend.

Appeal Update

After the successful launch of the Appeal in June donations have continued to be added to
the fund with currently over £1800 having been raised towards our target of £6000.
However thereis still along way to go and your support is still needed to reach out goal of
recreating the atmosphere of 7" — 9" September 1940, known as the ‘ Cromwell Alert’ when
Britain thought the invasion by the Nazi’ s was actually taking place.

k that we were also privileged to welcome 22 new members

Once repair and restoration is complete the War Shelters and Tunnel will be open during our
guided tours of the Battery, allowing visitors the opportunity to see this unique piece of
wartime architecture. Asalways, at Brixham Battery, entry will be free of charge to the
public.

Both the restoration and keeping access to all Battery free of chargeis only possible by the
generous support of the general public. Please continue to support the Appeal by either
making a donation or by joining our group. Membership costs just £5 for adults and £2 for
under 16s per annum. For further information please telephone Phil Trayhorn on 01803
752239 or email hiightres@tiscali.co.uk.

Battery Observation Post Restoration

There wasn't room in the Spring edition of Battery Banter to report on the BOP restoration
but in the week commencing 19" April the BOP was repainted and the original rusted RSJ
replaced. This alowed the BOP to be reopened to members of the public which had been
closed for some months due to Health and Safety reasons.

The photos above show workmen in the building, the old RSJ on the floor following its
replacement and a re-enactor signalman in the BOP.

Haveyou heard of Albert E Lemon?



Back in April avisitor asked if we had arecord aMr Albert E Lemon serving as aHome
Guardsmen in Torbay during the war. We have on record Privates R. C. Lemon and W. A.
T. Lemon both served with ®@Company Paignton 1940-3 but Albert does not appear,
although sometimes people were called by their @ickname@nd not by their birth name.

Thereisno record of aPrivate A Lemon aged around 20+ years on the War Grave site. |If
the person concerned, or anyone who can answer the question, reads this please get in
contact viathe shout-box on our web site www.brixhambattery.org.

Exercise Tiger Walk Raises Over £1000

Despite weather reminiscent of that
experienced by the troops landing on the D-
Day beaches 66 years ago, a group of re-
enactors from Brixham Battery Heritage Group
marched in full WW2 uniforms from Torcross
to Dartmouth; raising over £1000 for the e
British Limbless Ex-Servicemen’s Association, = === =
BLESMA. s o
L S e R e 21 A
The *Exercise Tiger commemorative charity weekend' started on Friday evening with a
1940s party at the George Inn, Blackawton; deep inside the WW2 UK Battle Training Area.
Decked in bunting and flags, this country pub looked every bit like aVE Day party.
Customers wore period civilian and military clothing, danced to the sounds of the 1940s and

feasted on a specia ‘wartime menu’ of Spam and mash, raising over £100 for BLESMA.
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The next morning, the re-enactors set off from the
Sherman Tank Memoria at Torcrossin high winds
and rain, similar to that faced by troops crossing the
Channel during the D-Day invasion of Normandy
some 66 years previousy. Within afew minutes
the rain soaked through the cotton uniforms worn
by the team and by the Gls during the ill-fated
Exercise Tiger operation all those years ago.
Twelve painful miles later, the narrow streets of

Dartmouth echoed to the sounds of marching Gls once more, as the team entered the town.
Thefirst time this sound was heard since the summer of ’44.

Boarding the Greenway Ferry WW2 Heritage Boat, ‘ Fairmile’, the group then set sail on the
‘Exercise Tiger Cruise’, taking a seaward journey along the coast back to Torcross.

Event organiser Ade Pitman said; "It was atruly unique experience to be on board the
Fairmile, itself a WW2 Veteran, while our small team did our best to commemorate the
events that took place around Slapton and the South Hams during WW2".

The team stayed on board the Fairmile for its return journey to Brixham, finishing their
commemorative march to alarge welcoming crowd and hard earned refreshments, provided



by the British Legion, at the D-Day memoria on the WW2 landing craft ramps at
Breakwater.

Ade Pitman, said; "This year’s event was even more successful than the previous one, and
I’d like to thank everyone who helped to make this event possible; especially the George
Inn, Greenway Ferry, Devon & Cornwall Police, and Brixham British Legion. I'd also like
to thank everyone who has kindly sponsored the team”.

Royal Observer Corps Post, Berry Head

In 1939 Britain and Germany were at war. Britain’sair defence played avital part in
defeating the Nazi threat. Despite the introduction of radar, volunteers of the Royal
Observer Corps (ROC) manned listening posts all over Britain spotting, identifying and
plotting enemy aircraft asthey flew towards their targets. ROC posts filled the gapsin radar
cover, particularly with regard to low-flying aircraft. Information gathered by the ROC was
transmitted to RAF Fighter Command allowing enemy aircraft to be intercepted and
destroyed.

1940

An Observer Corps Aircraft Reporting Post was built on Berry Head, Brixham and
designated G3, part of 21 Group Exeter. The original structure, situated near the ramparts of
the North Fort, was a temporary wooden observation post equipped with telephone, hand
held siren and plotting instruments.

1942
ROC Post G3 equipped with ‘snowflake’ rocket flares to warn of enemy air attack.

1943

ROC post moved to its present position near the cliff edge. It was ablock built structure
with a sguare raised observation platform. A wooden roof was built over the post with
sloping observation windows inserted giving plotters protection against the weather. As
well as performing the role of spotting enemy aircraft ROC posts also assisted damaged and



‘off course’ dlied
aircraft by guiding them
to safety using ‘ Granite’
rocket flares and radio
beacons code name
‘Augmented Granite'.
Nationally 1,800
damaged aircraft were
saved by ROC
intervention.

1945

Asthe war in Europe came to a close there was no longer a need for the role played by the
Royal Observer Corps. On 12 May 1945 the Corps was stood down and the post at Berry
Head closed.

1947

In January 1947, following areview of Britain's air defence requirements, the ROC was
reactivated to meet the new ‘Cold War’ threat from the Soviet Union. Berry Head was one
of 1420 ROC posts operationa within the year, filling the role of visual and audio reporting
asalast line of defence against electronic jamming and low-flying aircraft.

1953
The Post was re-designated J3 remaining in 21 Group Exeter. In November the post was
designated $4.

Late1950's

Despite improvements to communications several studies concluded that the visual reporting
methods used by the ROC were simply too slow for the jet age. As aconsequencetherole
of ROC changed from aircraft plotting to monitoring the aftermath of a nuclear attack. The
information provided by the ROC would be used to decide what response Britain would take
to any attack and therefore the ROC became part of Britain’s nuclear deterrent.

1960

Berry Head nuclear bunker was
built alongside the WW2 plotting
station. Between 1957 and 1964
1,562 underground nuclear
bunkers were built. Staffed by
the ROC they were to monitor
blast, flash and radiation from a
nuclear explosion should one
occur. Theillustration shows a
typical nuclear bunker of the type
used at Berry Head




Above: A typical
ROC Bunker.

(courtesy of Subterranea
Britannica)

Left: Thisiswhat
can still be seen
at Berry Head of
the same type of
bunker illustrated
above.

1968
The Post was re-designated K2 in the newly reorganised 10 Group Exeter.

1982
Electronic monitoring and transmission devices were introduced and the post was re-

designated 57 Post. Chief Observer was Peggy Purslow and Leading Observer was Harry
Simpson.

1991

With the collapse of the Soviet Union the * Cold War’ ended and the perceived nuclear threat
to Britain reduced. In May 1991 the Home Office decided the ROC was to be stood down
and training ceased in July. The post at Berry Head, which had been operational in one form
or another for over fifty years, was closed on 30" September.

Left: Peggy Purslow's uniform
Above: ROC badge
Right: Roland Dodd’ s uniform

All are on display at Brixham
Battery Heritage Centre

Mrs Peggy Purslow, Royal Observer Corps, Berry Head

Peggy was recruited at Oldway Mansion in 1964 and attached to 10 Group ROC. She
achieved the rank of Chief Observer and was stood down in 1991 when the Corps disbanded
following the collapse of the Soviet Union.

Based at Berry Head OB Station, 10 Group were tasked with a number of dutiesincluding
aircraft recognition, emergency nuclear fallout monitoring and war communications,



metrology and recognising the signs and symptoms of radiation sickness. In the event of an
air raid the hand driven siren at Berry head could be heard in Torquay.

Peggy aong with all ROC members held regular training exercises which included flightsin
RAF Nimrod monitoring aircraft and Sea King helicopters.

When the Queen held a Review of Voluntary Services at Wembley Peggy was chosen to
represent 10 Group.

Y ou can see Peggy’ s uniform and other ROC memorabiliain the Heritage Centre.

Memor abilia Continuesto be Donated

We would again like to thank all those who have kindly donated items to the Heritage
Centre. One of the latest donations included a number of photos and maps relating to the
defence of Brixham during World War Two. This hasled to the Operational Base for
Auxiliary Units being located. If you have any military memorabiliathat you would liketo
donate to the Heritage Centre please contact Phil Trayhorn on 01803 752239.

Left: Gordon ‘Jigger’
Smith along side some of
the displaysin the Archive
building

Right: Robie Robinson on a
recent school visit to bring
history to life

Calendar of Events

August

Saturday 31% July — Sunday 1% August - Napoleonic Soldiers at Berry Head 11.00am —

4.00pm
An English Heritage ‘ Heritage Open Weekend@vent - revisit Berry Head 200 years
on! Enjoy the fantastic sight of 32nd Cornwall Regiment of Napoleonic Soldiers back
in the forts, camping overnight, drilling and firing their muskets. On Sunday 1
August they will be joined by the Coastguard at their station, WW2 veterans and the
Brixham Battery group manning the Royal Observation Corps post. Admission:
By donation.



Saturday 14™ — Sunday 15th — VVJ Weekend at Cobbaton Combat Collection
Displays of military vehicles, militaria stalls, re enactors, and hopefully local Burma
Star Veterans. Open 10.00am — 5.00pm daily, free entry but donations gratefully
accepted for local Burma Star Veterans. Camping from Friday 13th, BBQ Saturday
evening, snacks, ice creams. 5 %2 miles south east of Barnstaple, North Devon.

Tuesday 31% —*Attention Tuesday’ at Dartmouth Castle 10.00am — 4.00pm
Members of the group will provide a Home Guard Squad at this English Heritage
event.

September

Saturday 4™ September —1940's Fancy Dress ‘Do’ 7.30pm — 11.30pm
A nostalgic evening remembering the 70" Anniversary of the Blitz. To be held at the
Brixham United Reform Church with live music from Silver Wings, film, cakes,
refreshments and araffle. Bring your own wine/beers. Admission £3.00 on the door
with all profits going towards the War Shelter Repair and Restoration Appedl.

Thursday 9" — Sunday 12" — Heritage Open Weekend at the Battery 2.00pm — 4.00pm
Asin previous years the Battery will be open as part of the English Heritage ‘ Heritage
Open Weekend' event. Come and ‘Meet the Home Guard’ who will be on duty
during the four day event as well as the Heritage Centre being open from 2.00 —
4.00pm each day.

Saturday 11" — Sunday 12" - Napoleonic Soldiersat Berry Head 11.00am — 4.00pm
An English Heritage ‘ Heritage Open Weekend@vent - revisit Berry Head 200 years
on! Enjoy the fantastic sight of 32nd Cornwall Regiment of Napoleonic Soldiers back
in the forts, camping overnight, drilling and firing their muskets. Admission: By
donation.

Saturday 11" — Sunday 12th — Dartmoor Military Heritage Weekend at Okehampton
Battle Camp 10.00am — 5.00pm
A mix of excitement and nostalgia and entertainment for all ages. Meet today®
soldiers, sailors & airmen and find out how the military use and care for Dartmoor.
Admission & parking are free.

Saturday 25" — Sunday 26™ — Castle Drogo 1940's Weekend

Heritage Centre Opening Times

Summer Opening
Sunday, Monday Thursday and Friday 2.00 —4.00pm

Other times by appointment including group bookings, to arrange please telephone Phil
Trayhorn on 01803 752239 or email hiightres@tiscali.co.uk. Admission isfree.



M ember ship Details

Would you like to help preserve one of the country’s last remaining Coastal Defence
Battery’s? Then why not become a member of the Brixham Battery Heritage Centre Group.

To become a new member, or renew your current membership, costsjust £5 for adults and
£2 for juniors per annum. For further information please telephone Phil Trayhorn on 01803
852449 or email hiightres@tiscali.co.uk.

Find us at www.brixhambattery.org

Brixham Battery Heritage Centre Group, Fishcombe Road, Brixham, TQ5 8RU



